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This volume examines the promotion and defense of democracy in the Americas. Taking the Inter-American 
Democratic Charter (IADC) of 2001 as a baseline, it charts the evolution of the issue over the past decade. Although it 
considers historical antecedents, the main focus of the book is on key instances of promotion and defense of 
democracy in the Western hemisphere since the adoption of the IADC. It analyzes democratic norms, norm 
enforcement mechanisms and how they work in practice. Special attention is paid to the 2009 Honduras coup, the 
issues raised by it and the debates that surrounded it, as this was the first instance in which a member state was 
suspended in accordance with the IADC. Three central themes guide the analysis: the nature of challenges to 
democracy in Latin America; the role of regional organizations as democracy promoters; and the transformation of 
Inter-American relations. The book unveils the key achievements and limitations of the OAS in the field and will be of 
great interest to students and scholars of democratization, US-Latin American relations, international relations of Latin-
America and international organizations.

This book very competently assesses the promotion and defense of democracy in the Americas focusing on the 
evolution of the issue since the Inter-American Democratic Charter of 2001. Other studies have dealt with the same 
issue, but this book is helpful in surveying all recent cases with particular attention to the 2009 case of Honduras. 
Another contribution is the analysis of the weaknesses and strengths of the Organization of American States (OAS) 
approach as well as that of other regional and global organizations. Chapter 1 sets the context for regional democracy 
promotion, chapter 2 traces the emergence of the OAS democratic paradigm, and chapter 3 deals with the Inter-
American Democratic Charter of 2001. Chapter 4 assesses application of the OAS democratic paradigm in multiple 
cases in the 21st century, and chapter 5 focuses exclusively on the case of Honduras. Chapter 6 assesses the future of 
the OAS democratic paradigm, and chapter 7 provides a conclusion. The book is well written and organized, making it 
attractive for undergraduate students as well as graduate students and professionals.--M. A. Morris, emeritus, Clemson 
University The book delivers a good starting ground for com-paring the activities of regional organizations worldwide 
that seek to promotedemocracy, and it reminds the reader that democracy promotion is not onlyabout the support of 
atransition todemocracy, but also about the defenceand thesurvival ofdemocracy.-- Aliaksandr Novikau, Northern 
Arizona University, USA Heine's and Weiffen's book shows the difficulties regional institutions such as the OAS have 
experienced when trying to create mechanisms to promote and defend democracy. The book certainly is a contribution 
to the debate on the relations between regionalism and democracy in Latin America. Despite some criticism made in 
this review, the political, institutional, and legal analysis presented in the diverse chapters of the book aid in the 
understanding of what has been done and what should be done to strengthen democracy in Latin America. -- Jos 
Briceo Ruiz, Universidad de Los Andes, Venezuela About the AuthorJorge Heine is CIGI Professor of Global 
Governance at the Balsillie School of International Affairs, Wilfrid Laurier University, and a Wilson Center Global 
Fellow. He is a past Vice-President of the International Political Science Association (IPSA) and has held visiting 
appointments at the universities of Konstanz, Heidelberg, Oxford, Paris and Stanford. He is a former Chilean 
Ambassador to India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka (2003-2007) and to South Africa (1994-1999). Brigitte Weiffen is a 
Lecturer in the Department of Politics and Public Administration at the University of Konstanz. She was previously a 
research associate at University of Tbingen and the University of Bonn and has been a visiting researcher at the Centre 
for International Governance Innovation, Waterloo and at the Institute of International Relations, University of So 
Paulo. 


