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25 of 26 people found the following review helpful. Immensely valuable.By John S. Ryanl recently started law school
myself at the age of 37. A few months before | did so, | took reviewer Richard King's advice (below) and bought this
Companion. It isindeed everything he describes.Not only will the articles provide solid, helpful overviews on specific
topics, but the bibliographies will lead the reader on to other works on specific topics. This one is a keeper.Although
parts of it will be easier to read for those with some background in philosophy, such a background is not strictly


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0631213295

necessary. And the essays on introductory topics (torts, contracts, property, etc.) may serve the intelligent student as
well as a shelf-full of "Nutshell" volumes.This volume will also be of interest to readers who are aready involved in
the philosophy of law; a number of the articles herein were written by well-known namesin the field (e.g. Jules
Coleman, Ernest Weinrib) and can't be found elsewhere. And if you're just now introducing yourself to a particular
field of legal theory -- law and economics, say, or legal formalism -- the introductions in this volume are worth reading
_before_ picking up specific books on the topic in question. Y ou'll be better equipped to read even, say,
Mercuro/Medema's excellent _Economics and the Law_ or Weinrib's also excellent _The Idea of Private Law__ after
reading the overviews presented here.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Thank God He Wrote ThisBy
RJSThe diversity and varying depth of legal theories and critical perspectives created a clear need for this book. Its
structure is compartmentalized, and complements its breadth of vision. The various articles, written by leading
scholars, are aimed at the introductory level. The achievement is comprehensibility - no advanced degree required.
The superior quality of the articles cannot be understated.(Paperback edition) The paper is of acceptable but lower
grade quality. The text font is readable but |eft me with the impression that the publishing company used an old IBM
Selectric typewriter.14 of 15 people found the following review helpful. Admirably fillsavoid in legal educationBy
Richard L. KingThe editor's goal in assembling this Companion was to make the philosophy of law accessible and
interesting to the non-specialist. He states that he wanted to publish atext that introduces law students to the
theoretical underpinnings of the law. He has succeeded admirably in reaching his goal. It is unfortunately the case that
most law schools in the United States fail to introduce law students to the philosophy of law-such courses are usually
elective, and most students take only courses that will help them pass the bar or assist them in their jobs. Asaresult,
many American lawyers have only a superficial understanding of our legal system-they lack an understanding of the
nature and functions of law that would not only enrich their lives, but that would also prepare them to make more
meaningful contributions to the profession and to society. The Blackwell Companion can fill thisvoid in law school
curriculum, and it should be required reading for al law school students. Moreover, the approachable nature of the
Companion should prove inviting to the undergraduate. It may even encourage students that are interested in the nature
and functions of law to attend law school-an institution that is often the haven of those that are only interested in
pursuing or preserving money and prestige. Highly recommended.

This outstanding new volume provides a comprehensive and authoritative survey of the theories, topics, subjects, and
discources that now feature in the law school and undergraduate legal studies curricula.

"Thisis an outstanding collection of essays on the most important, fundamental concepts of law and legal
theory...Recommended for any undergraduate student in this area or for any thinking person who wants to know more
about the law and itsreasons for being." (M/C s, February 2011) "Anyone interested in what philosophical issues
underlie the major domains of law, what aims and assumptions animate the major movements of contemporary legal
theory, what issues of legal controversy are today uppermost and why, would do well to adopt thiswork asa
companion, indeed a guide. Its 48 crisp, focused, and argumentative chapters make for lively companionship, and their
authoritative outlines of and contributions to major fields make them reliable guides. It is arich and accomplished
collection."Martin Krygier, The University of New South WalesFrom the Back CoverThis outstanding student
reference series offers a comprehensive and authoritative survey of philosophy as awhole. Written by todays leading
philosophies, each volume provides lucid and engaging coverage of the key figures, terms, topics, and problems of the
field. Taken together, they provide the ideal basis for course use, representing a vital work of reference for students
and specialists alike. A Companion to the Philosophy of Law and Legal Theory Written by an international assembly
of leading scholars, this volume represents an unparallel survey of philosophy of law and legal theory for students and
specialists alike. The 45 original articles provide acritical overview of the basic theoretical concepts, theories, topics,
philosophical issues, and themes that now feature in the law school and undergraduate legal studies curricula



