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Wheat's going on with the patent system? Y ou may have heard terms like "patent trolls" and "patent reform” in the
news, because fixing the patent system has become a major topic for lawmakers today. Patents are based on asimple
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concept of encouraging inventions. But around this simple concept, a complicated system of laws has grown. This
book will guide you through the fast-changing world of patent law and policy, identifying some of the most pressing
problems with the system and suggesting ways to fix them. A Five Part Plan for Patent Reform is part of awhite paper
series by Public Knowledge, a nonprofit technology policy organization based in Washington, DC. Public Knowledge
focuses on promating the consumer and public interests at the intersection of technology and law.

About the AuthorCharles is the Director of Public Knowledge's Patent Reform Project, where he focuses on patent
policy and promoting technological innovation. Before joining PK, he was a technology policy research fellow with
the University of Colorado, on a project funded by the National Science Foundation. He also was aformer Silicon
Valley startup software developer, and a patent attorney practicing in Southern California. As an attorney he
prosecuted and litigated patents, often on behalf of startups and small companies in the information technology
industry. Heis aregistered patent attorney with the United States Patent and Trademark Office, where he has drafted
and prosecuted hundreds of patent applications. Charles received his J.D. from Harvard Law School, and holds an
A.B. in Computer Science, magna cum laude, from Harvard College.



