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Lawrence M. Friedman : A History of American Law: Third Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A History of American Law: Third Edition: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Superb history - if you can read itBy George GoldbergThis is, in my 
opinion, the best single volume history of American law (I'm a graduate of Harvard Law School and have taught law 
at schools in the US and abroad). But the print is so small I need a magnifying glass to read it. It should be in two or 
even three volumes, but of course it would then be much more expensive. So if you have keen eyesight, or a good 
magnifying glass, this is a great book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Amazing!By George 
EverlastThis book is a masterpiece of scholarship. It covers the law of the United from origins to contemporary times, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0684869888


thourgh clearly defined chapters/sections and very lucid writing. To any person interested in American law and/or 
history, this is a must read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ExcellentBy A man from the east coastI'll 
keep this brief: The title says it all. If you are looking for an excellent, in-depth introduction to the history of law in the 
U.S., then look no further. Tremendously readable, wonderfully informative, and above all, engaging; this book 
warrants not just one reading, but several. Read this book, study it, and you'll have taken an important first step 
towards not only a good layperson's understanding of the legal history of the U.S., but also an important step towards 
becoming an expert.Yes, it's that good. If a concise, yet richly detailed legal history is what you seek, this is it. Buy it 
and read it; you'll be glad you did.

In this brilliant and immensely readable book, Lawrence M. Friedman tells the whole fascinating story of American 
law from its beginnings in the colonies to the present day. By showing how close the life of the law is to the economic 
and political life of the country, he makes a complex subject understandable and engrossing. A History of American 
Law presents the achievements and failures of the American legal system in the context of America's commercial and 
working world, family practices, and attitudes toward property, government, crime, and justice. Now completely 
revised and updated, this groundbreaking work incorporates new material regarding slavery, criminal justice, and 
twentieth-century law. For laymen and students alike, this remains the only comprehensive authoritative history of 
American law.

"A treasure for all Americans." -- Stanford Law "A matchless and unequaled primer for the novice, an invaluable 
reference source for the experienced scholar, and indeed, the first book that anyone possessing even a slight interest in 
American legal history should read." -- The American Journal of Legal History"The best single, coherent history of 
American law that now exists...The booktouches every conceivable aspect of law....It is a stupendous achievement." -- 
The New York Times Book 


