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Jnftice due to the Reader; to give aplain Account of the firft A uthor; and o] the prefent Improvements of this Work.
Thefirji Author was T)r. John Cowel, born in Devonshire, () and bred atE aton School, where by good Parts and
agreeable | nduftry, he difiinguiflied himfelf from other Boys, and appeared worthy to be eleffed aS cholar of King sC
ollege inC ambridge, 1570. poffibly committed to the Tuition of hisN ame-fake andR elation John Cowel, Fellow oj
that Houfe, who bad been one of the Univerjity Proctorsin the Tear 1561. (b) Our Author feems here to have applied
himfelf heartily to Books, and a good Tiigeftion of them. By which Jiuaious and virtuous Courfe of Life, he grew up to
fo much Reputation and Intereft in the Univerjity, that he had the Honour to be chofe one of the Proctors for the Tear
1585. And having pafi thetwo T) egretsin A rts, he applied himfelf to theS tudy of the Civil Law, by the Advice and
Importunity of that eminent and active Prelate Richard Bancroft, then Bijhop of Ldndon; (c) who hadJ udgment to find
the Genius of our A uthor, and knew ihe great NecelJ ity our Church wasin, to have Men of Abilities and Integrity in
that-P rofedJion. Being regularly admitted to theD egree of T ioU or of Laws in hisown XJ niverfity; he made aV ifit
toO xford, in the Tear 1600, where he was incorporated by the fame honourable Title LL. D. (d) His Reputation was
now fo glablifbea, that the Government thought it Juftice to prefer him: He wasfpade the King sM ajeftys Profe (for of
the Civil Law in the Univerjity of Cambridge; and near the JameT ime Majler of T rinity-H all jwhich twoS tationsin
that Place of Rejidence, had as much Honour and Pjofit, as were pojffble to be there beftowed on aM an of that
Profejfion. He executed theO ffice of Vice-C hancellerjf Cambridge 1603,1604. |s chief Patron Bifhop Bancroft was
advanced to theS ee of Cant(Typographical errors above are due to OCR software and don't occur in the book.)



