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Nell McCafferty : A Woman to Blame: The Kerry Babies Case  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Woman to Blame: The Kerry Babies Case: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Power!By PennyThis story shocked and repelled me. The way this 
woman was treated by thoughtless and powerful men is disturbing and sadly happens too frequently. This book raises 
the awareness of how the innocent and marginalised so easily become the victim of male authority. Even when logic 
and good sense would seem to be a minimum requirement in understanding another human being's plight, this is sadly 
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lacking. Hypocrisy from Church and the justice system is rife. I had to read this book - not because I enjoyed its 
content but because I need to take a stand in never allowing this incident to reoccur.Deirdre1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. For people with feelings for othersBy B. L. E. GillThe book is hard to read in places, but it 
shows how easy it is to get mixed up in problems that would have been much easier to solve earlier. It also shows how 
families can be affected by one mistake.I felt truly sorry for the victim, and no pity at all for the father.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. required reading for all teenage girlsBy Hella HeatherStill one of my favorite 
books of all time. I can't even tell how many times I have shared or given a copy of this book to a friend.

Joanne Hayes, at 24 years of age, concealed the birth and death of her baby in County Kerry, Ireland, in 1984. 
Subsequently she confessed to the murder, by stabbing, of another baby. All of the scientific evidence showed that she 
could not have had this second baby. The police nevertheless, insisted on charging her and, after the charges were 
dropped, continued to insist that she had given birth to twins conceived of two different men. A public tribunal of 
inquiry was called to examine the behaviour of the police and their handling of the case. The police, in defence of 
themselves and in justification of ""confessions"" obtained, called a succession of male experts on the medical, social 
and moral roman catholic fibre of Joanne Hayes. Her married lover detailed the times, places and manner of her love 
making. Using the ""twins"" theory as a springboard, the question was posed and debated ""Did she love this man or 
what was he and other men prepared to do with her?"" After six months of daily discussion among the men, the judge 
declared ""There were times when we all believed she had twins."" The treatment of Joanne Hayes, who stood accused 
of no crime, was a model for Irish male attitudes to woman. She was caught up in a time of rapid social change 
between two Irelands, an earlier Ireland in which the Catholic Church had held a moral monopoly and a new liberal 
and secular Ireland.
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