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This seminal book presents a fundamental reconsideration of modern American administrative law. According to 
Christopher Edley, the guiding principle in this field is that courts should apply legal doctrines to control the discretion 
of unelected bureaucrats. In practice, however, these doctrines simply give unelected judges largely unconstrainedand 
inescapablediscretion. Assessed on its own terms, says Edley, administrative law is largely a failure. He discussed why 
and how this is so and argues that law should abandon its obsession with bureaucratic discretion and pursue instead the 
direct promotion of sound governance.

From the Back CoverThis seminal book presents a fundamental reconsideration of modern American administrative 
law which, says Christopher F. Edley, Jr., is largely a failure. He discusses why and how this is so and argues that 
courts should abandon their guiding principle of applying legal doctrines to control the discretion of unelected 
bureaucrats and should pursue instead the direct promotion of sound governance. 


