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Randall B. Hicks : Adopting in America: How to Adopt Within One Year  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Adopting in America: How to Adopt Within One Year: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Straight-forward InformationBy CareyThis book, despite its 
unfortunate cover art and title, is full of valuable information written in straight-forward manner. It is unburdened by 
emotion and agenda found in many adoption books -- Hicks takes no sides and displays no politic. Although he doesn't 
present his material alongside weighty psychological information, "Adoption in America" is not detached nor 
condescending. It's the facts, well-written and well-organized. It's got a wonderful state-by-state list of agencies and 
attorneys and each state's general adoption laws. Note that the book focuses on domestic adoption, and more on 
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independent [or private] adoption than it does on agency adoption. I, personally, would remove "how to adopt in one 
year" from the title; the book has enough power in its information to stand well on its own whether you adopt in a 
year, five years, or not at all. It's a good, solid, informative guide that takes no sides and leaves no emotional blame. 
It's a valuable source of information. I recommend it.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Get the newsest 
edition you can!By AprilGreat book, but always get the newest edition! I ended up buying this because it was cheap 
used, then borrowed the newer version from the library. A lot changes year to year, and this had some way outdated 
stuff.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. It WORKEDBy LoloMojoI recommend this book to 
EVERYONE who approaches me for adoption advice. In sticker-shock after visiting several non-profit adoption 
agencies, we were pretty hopeless and willing to try anything. He made so much sense! We followed his 
recommendations and were over-the-moon adoptive parents in 13 months. Not only that, we weren't dead broke. His 
advice is so right on. If you want to adopt and think you can't, read this book. Then pass it along. (And thanks to you, 
Mr. Hicks.)

The nation's most successful adoption attorney fully explains every aspect of adoption for prospective parents, 
including:* twelve types of adoption * insiders' strategies for adoption success * how to spot red flags around a risky 
adoption * adoption myths * lists every child-placing agency in each state * biographies of adoption attorneys * 
reviews of each state's unique adoption laws and procedures (When is the consent signed by the birth mother? How 
long does she have to change her mind?)

From Publishers WeeklyNo touchy-feely paean to the joys of adopting, Hickss book is a nuts-and-bolts, practical 
guide to the entire process of adopting a child. Hicks, an adoption attorney, begins by debunking the myth that an 
adoption agency is necessary, reminding readers of the 11 other ways they can adopt, whether through public or 
county adoption agencies, independent adoption or numerous other routes. His educational and empowering book goes 
on to explain how adoptive parents should select a method of adoption, quickly locate a baby for adoption, arrange a 
successful adoption (including working with a birth mother and handling the initial meeting), and handle medical and 
legal issues. Hicks ends with a state-by-state review of adoption, where he provides each states laws and procedures 
(they vary widely). The author is able to present no-nonsense, matter-of-fact advice while using a compassionate 
approach that will bolster the confidence of parents who seek to adopt.Copyright Reed Business Information, a 
division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. One of America's leading adoption attorneys reveals his secrets of 
success. A must read! -- Adoptnet magazineRandall Hicks has written the ultimate how-to adoption book. The state-
by-state review is an incredible resource. -- Adoptive Parent Assoc. of AmericaShowers the anxious parent with 
information on methods and resources for adoption. -- BooklistAbout the AuthorRandall B. Hicks is considered the 
nation's leading adoption attorney. He has completed 800+ domestic and international adoptions. 


