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In light of the ongoing war against terrorism, can the United States maintain its dedication to protecting civil liberties 
without compromising security? At stake is nothing less than the survival of ideas associated with the modern period 
of political philosophy: the freedom of conscience, the inviolable rights of the individual to privacy, the 
constitutionally limited state, as well as the more recent refinement of late modern liberalism, multiculturalism. 
Contributors evaluate the need to reassess the nation's public policies, institutions, as well as its very identity. The 
struggle to persist as an open society in the age of terrorism will be the defining test of democracy in the Twenty-first-
century.

'This volume provides a wide-ranging, critical, and provocative survey of the challenges the US government and 
society face in the wake of September 11, 2001 and our initial responses. A grasp of the issues raised by these authors 
is of critical importance for any informed citizen.' - Charles E. Wacott, Professor of Political Science, Virginia Tech 
'This [collection] is an important contribution to our understanding of the balance between civil liberties crucial to our 
democracy and the demands of national security in an era of increased terrorist threats.' James P. Pfiffner, George 
Mason UniversityFrom the Inside Flap"There can be no more timely topic, nor more fundamental question, than the 
viability of an open society in the face of terrorism. This volume provides a wide-ranging, critical, and provocative 
survey of the challenges the US government and society face in the wake of September 11, 2001, and our initial 
responses. A grasp of the issues raised by these authors is of critical importance for any informed citizen."--Charles E. 
Walcott, Professor of Political Science, Virginia Tech "As the United States, in the wake of 9-11, struggles to balance 
civil liberties with the requirements of national security, policy makers and citizens alike would benefit greatly from 
reading this carefully balanced set of essays. In this impressive collection, scholars put our current dilemmas of law 
and policy into historical perspective. They thoughtfully raise the alarm about potential threats to our civil liberties 
without being alarmist. This is an important contribution to our understanding of the balance between the civil liberties 
crucial to our democracy and the demands of national security in an era of increased terrorist threats."--James P. 
Pfiffner, University Professor, School of Public Policy at George Mason UniversityAbout the AuthorCHRISTOPHER 
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