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From Oxford University Press : Animal Rights: Current Debates and New Directions  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Animal Rights: Current Debates and New 
Directions: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. An Excellent Introduction to the Issues Debated Within Philosophy 
and the Law About Animal Rights TodayBy Kathleen Nicole O'NealIf you are a thoughtful person in any way curious 
about animal rights - how different thinkers define and conceptualize the issue, debates within the animal rights 
movement, and the debate between those who favor increasing rights for animals and those that do not - this book is 
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the best possible place to begin attempting to understand this fascinating and complex issue. With the notable 
exception of the absence of Tom Regan, almost everyone that has said anything important about animal rights (pro or 
con) in the past several decades is here. Well known scholars like Martha Nussbaum, Peter Singer, Cass Sunstein, and 
Catherine McKinnon share the spotlight with gems of essays by lesser known scholars like Gary Francione and 
Elizabeth Anderson. Maybe this book will inspire you to become vegan. Maybe it will make you realize that the idea 
of animals rights is something you don't fully agree with. In any event, after reading this book your thinking on these 
issues will be clearer. The book is a joy to read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
KJWGood read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The writing is lofty and rather abstract. Thank you 
...By Maggie GThe writing is lofty and rather abstract. Thank you to whoever programmed in the page numbers as 
well as the Kindle locations.

Millions of people live with cats, dogs, and other pets, which they treat as members of their families. But through their 
daily behavior, people who love those pets, and greatly care about their welfare, help ensure short and painful lives for 
millions, even billions of animals that cannot easily be distinguished from dogs and cats. Today, the overwhelming 
percentage of animals with whom Westerners interact are raised for food. Countless animals endure lives of relentless 
misery and die often torturous deaths. The use of animals by human beings, often for important human purposes, has 
forced uncomfortable questions to center stage: Should people change their behavior? Should the law promote animal 
welfare? Should animals have legal rights? Should animals continue to be counted as "property"? What reforms make 
sense? Cass Sunstein and Martha Nussbaum bring together an all-star cast of contributors to explore the legal and 
political issues that underlie the campaign for animal rights and the opposition to it. Addressing ethical questions about 
ownership, protection against unjustified suffering, and the ability of animals to make their own choices free from 
human control, the authors offer numerous different perspectives on animal rights and animal welfare. They show that 
whatever one's ultimate conclusions, the relationship between human beings and nonhuman animals is being 
fundamentally rethought. This book offers a state-of-the-art treatment of that rethinking. Contributors include: 
Elizabeth Anderson Cora Diamond Richard A. Epstein David Favre Gary L. Francione Gisela Kaplan Catharine A. 
MacKinnon Richard A. Posner James Rachelsl Lesley J. Rogers Peter Singer Mariann Sullivan Stephen M. Wise 
David J. Wolfson

"Eloquent essays."--The Atlantic Monthly"Our society is in the midst of a major debate over animal rights, our duties, 
and the legal status of animals. This new compilation of essays has profoundly contributed to this debate.... Animal 
Rights is an incredible resource introducing readers to the basic issues in animal rights and highlighting directions 
animal advocates may go..."--Animal Law"This collection of essays provides a fine introduction to a number of 
difficult and controversial questions. It is particularly strong in its treatment of the philosophical and legal issues that 
surround animal rights."--ScienceThese 14 skillfully edited, high quality, and nicely balanced essays present a wide 
range of legal, political, and ethical perspectives on animal rights, and include some well-arranged sequences of 
competing arguments.... Recommended."--Choice"An important and thought-provoking work. Sunstein and Nussbaum 
illuminate issues that have the power to unite or divide those of us who care deeply about animals. By fostering better 
understanding, their book can help light the pathway to common ground."--Kathryn S. Fuller, President, World 
Wildlife Fund-US"Happily, the emerging field of animal rights has reached a point mature enough to call for a wide-
angle overview of its many facets, with carefully chosen contributions from its founders and most accomplished 
activists to the writings of its most thought-provoking philosophers. This superbly conceived collection of essays not 
only meets that need but explores the deepest connections between the protection of non-human species and the 
frontiers of human rights. Edited with grace by Cass Sunstein and Martha Nussbaum, two leading scholars who 
contribute their own brilliant chapters to this seminal volume, this is a veritable hitchhiker's guide to the galaxy of 
animal rights and animal welfare. Anyone genuinely concerned about the creatures who are our kin will have to read 
this book from cover to cover."--Laurence H. Tribe, Tyler Professor of Constitutional Law, Harvard Law School"An 
impressive collection: essential reading for anyone interested in the debates over animal rights, and indeed for anyone 
who cares about how humans treat animals."--George Pitcher, Professor of Philosophy, Emeritus, Princeton 
University"Edited by a distinguished legal scholar and one of the most important philosophers of our day, this volume 
offers a remarkably fresh collection of essays exploring our relationship--moral, legal, social, and epistemological--to 
nonhuman animals. A creative tension emerges from the exchange of competing and often ingenious arguments. 
Readers will profit from a wealth of empirical data about animals' capacities and existing practices and institutions of 
animal use. The book is perhaps most distinctive in its examination of animals in relation to the law, several authors 
providing concrete suggestions for legal reform.Animal Rights: Current Debates and New Directions is an excellent 
choice for law school and applied ethics courses." --David DeGrazia, author of Taking Animals SeriouslyAbout the 
AuthorCass R. Sunstein is Karl Llewellyn Distinguished Service Professor at the University of Chicago and Martha C. 
Nussbaum is Ernst Freund Professor of Law and Ethics at the University of Chicago. Together, they previously edited 
Clones and Cloning. They are frequent contributors to popular journals and newspapers. . Sunstein's recent books 



include Why Societies Need Dissent and Designing Democracy; Nussbaum is recently author of Upheavals of 
Thought and For Love of Country. 


