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Andrew B. Israel : Applied Law in the Behavioral Health Professions: A Textbook for Social Workers, 
Counselors, and Psychologists  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Applied Law in the Behavioral Health Professions: A Textbook for Social Workers, Counselors, and 
Psychologists: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. a clinician's compassBy A CustomerAn exceptional book for the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0820457221


practicing clinician. Clear and to the point, I found this to be a book I recommended to colleagues and especially to 
new clinicians I was training and supervising. The guidelines for ethical decisions are not academic but realistic. I also 
appreciated that the case illustrations applied to rural and small town life . Highly readable and useable this is a book 
for every clinician's library.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Stay Out of Court! Read this text.By A 
CustomerDr. Israel demonstrates his mastery of the law as applied to the mental health professions. His writing style is 
engaging and articulate. The case scenarios can apply to any practitioner's in the behavioral health field. This book is a 
welcome addition to this area of expertise. We look forward to other books in this area by Dr. Israel.

Making effective decisions in the behavioral health professions requires an understanding of essential legal principles 
governing practice. The technical manner in which these principles are often presented in law treatises makes it 
difficult for the decision maker to prioritize and apply them in a practical manner. Applied Law in the Behavioral 
Health Professions addresses this significant problem by presenting social workers, counselors, psychologists, and 
students with an understandable and efficient strategy for applying the law in daily practice. Through the books 
multidisciplinary approach, practitioners are assured of making informed, thorough, and sensitive professional choices. 
The decision making framework introduced stresses a ranked consideration of fundamental legal, ethical, cultural, and 
regional factors that influence practice. The usefulness of the framework in addressing diversity issues in behavioral 
health is highlighted using examples focusing on the Hispanic and Native American populations of New Mexico and 
the southwestern United States.

For the clinician facing practice dilemmas, this is the needed reference and Andrew B. Israel is the qualified authority. 
Educated in both law and social work, Israel goes beyond the usual disjointed look at law or codes of ethics by 
developing a process that considers the law, ethics, cultural contexts, and pragmatics of each case. Applied Law in the 
Behavioral Health Professions is rich with case examples. Even for the most experienced clinician, this book is 
important. (Glen W. Davidson, Emeritus Professor of Psychiatry and Medical Humanities, Southern Illinois University 
School of Medicine)About the AuthorThe Author: Andrew B. Israel received his J.D. from Syracuse University 
College of Law where he served as lead articles editor of the Syracuse Law . He is Assistant Professor at New Mexico 
Highlands University School of Social Work and chairs the schools sequence in community and administrative 
practice. Professor Israel is a past director of the State Bar of New Mexico Section on Public Law. 


