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Coleen Barger : Arkansas Legal Research  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Arkansas Legal Research: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A good guide or refresher . . .By William RyanProf. Barger's book is 
a great beginner guide to law students and a great refresher to practicing attorneys. As a beginner guide, the book 
thoroughly lays out a method of research and shines a spotlight down the various paths a researcher can take.For the 
practicing attorney (Arkansas or not), Prof. Barger's text helps you avoid falling into bad habits in your research. 
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Using the method she sets out will help you avoid forgetting about that Local Rule or stopping your research too soon. 
The book covers all the basic areas where the law (and commentaries on it) can be found. She refreshes your memory 
on search terms (just what does * mean anyway). A good book to have on your desk. Highly recommended.

This text has been written for legal researchers of various levels of experience and training. For those just learning the 
intricacies of legal research, it explains the basic processes and introduces those students to the most important sources 
of Arkansas law. For those students, it also briefly discusses analogous materials in federal law, so that they can better 
see the parallels between state and federal research.Experienced researchers will also benefit from having a text that 
brings together both print and online sources of Arkansas law and that will help them determine which of those 
sources are better suited to accomplishing a particular research task.Intended as a field manual to be carried into the 
library (or open on the desk beside the computer keyboard), the text therefore omits the sample pages usually 
reproduced in national texts, assuming instead that the researcher will browse or examine the actual sources. The 
opening chapter walks users through the legal research process. The second chapter introduces readers to the eclectic 
mix of secondary materials that provide users with the concepts, vocabulary, and overview needed when researching 
unfamiliar areas of the law, and that also may provide significant time-saving in steering researchers to primary 
materials on point. Each of the remaining chapters focuses on particular sources of law, beginning with the ultimate 
source of state law, the Arkansas Constitution, and continuing through cases, statutes, legislation, administrative rules, 
and rules of court. Unlike many books on legal research, which treat updating and citation in chapters of their own 
(and therefore in a more abstract and general fashion), this text integrates those processes into each chapter.
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