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Steve Vanderheiden : Atmospheric Justice: A Political Theory of Climate Change  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Atmospheric Justice: A Political Theory of Climate 
Change: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Way too long. Not worth it.By CheyThis book is 
loooooooooooonnnggg. It could have easily been a third of the length and still have effectively made its point. I'm no 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195334604


stranger to tedious works but I just couldn't get myself to keep reading it.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Disregard the bad "reviews." This excellent book takes aim at them!By Schatzie's Earth ProjectI downloaded 
and read this as an eBook and then wanted a hard copy to have for (easier) reference. It's incredible. Chapter one is 
going to infuriate people who are not entirely aware of what Dick Cheney accomplished during his reign of terror. I 
sure didn't know how much damage Cheney had done to progress towards weaning the US off fossil fuels until I read 
this book. I highly suggest Vanderheiden's tome and I also highly suggest that people disregard the reviewers who are 
panning this book. They most likely never read it and it's exactly their ilk who this book exposes.4 of 5 people found 
the following review helpful. Balancing out the other reviewBy Theodore M. HoreshI just looked up the other 
reviewer of this book, the so-called "Dr." P.R. Lewis. Past reviews from this reviewer contain an unusual number of 
one-star reviews, almost all tied to subject matter he does not like. Basically, any book that involves environmental 
protection or concern gets 1-Star.Perhaps he really is reading these books, though it is hard to imagine why he would. 
Whether or not this is the case, he appears to have hit upon a strategy to kill books. The author of Atmospheric Justice 
should fight back and get a legitimate review on here. Hopefully, my 5-stars will add some balance until then.

When the policies and activities of one country or generation harm both other nations and later generations, they 
constitute serious injustices. Recognizing the broad threat posed by anthropogenic climate change, advocates for an 
international climate policy development process have expressly aimed to mitigate this pressing contemporary 
environmental threat in a manner that promotes justice. Yet, while making justice a primary objective of global 
climate policy has been the movement's noblest aspiration, it remains an onerous challenge for 
policymakers.Atmospheric Justice is the first single-authored work of political theory that addresses this pressing 
challenge via the conceptual frameworks of justice, equality, and responsibility. Throughout this incisive study, Steve 
Vanderheiden points toward ways to achieve environmental justice by exploring how climate change raises issues of 
both international and intergenerational justice. In addition, he considers how the design of a global climate regime 
might take these aims into account. Engaging with the principles of renowned political philosopher John Rawls, he 
expands on them by factoring in the needs of future generations. Vanderheiden also demonstrates how political theory 
can contribute to reaching a better understanding of the proper human response to climate change. By showing how 
climate policy offers insights into resolving contemporary controversies within political theory, he illustrates the ways 
in which applying normative theory to policy allows us to better understand both. Thoroughly researched and 
persuasively argued, Atmospheric Justice makes an important step toward providing us with a set of carefully 
elaborated first principles for achieving environmental justice.

"Just as human societies enter the two to three year period in which the definitive decisions will be made about climate 
change, Vanderheiden has provided a sophisticated model of the underlying issues of justice, appealingly combining a 
forward-looking allocation of emissions and a backward-lookingallocation of adaptation costs."--Henry Shue, Senior 
Research Fellow at Merton College and Professor of Politics and International Relations, Oxford 
University"Vanderheiden has made an original, innovative and important contribution to the growing literature on 
climate change, environmental policy, and theories of distributive and remedial justice. Atmospheric Justice is a 
veritable model of how to combine policy analysis with political theory."--TerenceBall, Professor, Department of 
Political Science, Arizona State University"Is justice theory equipped to deal with the special challenges that climate 
change represents? Steve Vanderheiden offers a precise accounting of the liberal's normative resources and develops 
his own richly textured version of distributive justice, grounded--vitally and unusually--in a persuasivetheory of 
responsibility."--Andrew Dobson, Professor of Politics, Keele UniversityAbout the AuthorSteve Vanderheiden is 
Assistant Professor of Political Science and Environmental Studies at the University of Colorado at Boulder, where he 
specializes in normative political theory and environmental politics. 


