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Philosophical Inquiry (Cambridge Studies in Philosophy and Law): 

This is a book about the role that psychological impairment should play in a theory of criminal liability. Criminal guilt 
in the Anglo-American legal tradition requires both that the defendant committed some proscribed act and did so with 
intent, knowledge, or recklessness. The second requirement corresponds to the intuitive idea that people should not be 
punished for something they did not do "on purpose" or if they "did not realize what they were doing." Although 
intuitive, this underlying idea can be highly controversial in practice, especially in cases involving the insanity 
defense. This important new book addresses the conceptual and moral foundations of these issues. Unlike many 
previous works in this area, it addresses the automatism and insanity defenses by examining the types of functional 
impairment that typical candidates for these defenses actually suffer. What emerges is a much wider conceptual 
framework that allows us to understand the significance of psychological states and processes for the attribution of 
criminal responsibility in a manner that is logically coherent, morally defensible, and consistent with research in 
psychopathology.

"Schopp's book is a collection of treasures, to be slowly and carefully unwrapped. It brings the reader to the heart of 
current debates in action theory, philosophy of mind, social psychology, and metaphysics. It offers a wealth of 
jurisprudential data and reflection to the legal philosopher, as well as calling to order the intransigent legal and 
philosophical categories of liability. But most significantly, it vindicates the philosophical enterprise in the legal 
context, offering up-to-date solutions to some traditional problems that have vexed and embarrassed both law and 
philosophy." Canadian Philosophical s 


