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Thomas O. McGarity, Wendy E. Wagner : Bending Science: How Special Interests Corrupt Public Health
Research before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Bending
Science: How Special Interests Corrupt Public Health Research:

12 of 13 people found the following review helpful. The Truth Can Be DepressingBy C. L. Vashit's an incredibly


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0674047141

thorough report of a depressing reality and | think | understand why no one has written areview yet. Whoever has read
this may feel dejected about its revelation that people with the power to hide or distort scientific findings that would
probably turn consumers against their money-making products are willing and able to destroy the most honest
scientists and subvert the least honest ones. People with this power may be corporate policy setters of dangerous
products, their lawyers, the scientists they are able to subvert into science-bending endeavors, and many others...
including personnel in government agencies, which further includes one I've long suspected ... the National Institute of
Health. That agency appears to have made efforts to correct the problem that | call the "we gotta do what will satisfy
the pharmaceutical guys' but I'm not sure such efforts will work permanently there ... or anywhere else. Obsessive
drive for materialistic acquisition has blotted out concern for other humans welfare in so many of our powerful
people, whether they be entrepreneurs, scientists, legal wizards, politicians, or whatever. I'm finding myself doubting
the likelihood of behavioral reform among the corruptible people described in this book.1 of 1 people found the
following review helpful. Four StarsBy L.W. Brittianas advertised22 of 24 people found the following review helpful.
Not sleeping anymoreBy Seth DavidsonWhen | took Professor McGarity's administrative law class at the University
of Texas many, many years ago, the lectures were notable chiefly as brief intermissions where | could doze off in the
semi-comfortable chairs of the law school. The fault was hardly his. An excellent lecturer and acknowledged expert in
administrative law, my narcolepsy had more to do with juggling school, work, a young marriage and a younger
child.Professor McGarity has teamed up with Wendy Wagner, another UT law prof who may one day wrest away the
mantle of regulatory guru from McGarity himself. These two brilliant writers have unleashed atour de force that
exposes, in the powerfully understated title "Bent Science," how industry has corrupted the science upon which public
health policy is based. They could have titled it "Rape of Science,” " Scruples be Damned,” or "Money Can Buy You
Science," but no title would equal the impact of this balanced, thoughtful, footnoted, politic, and academic
sledgehammer of abook. Though the authors go out of their way to avoid using the word corrupt, no possible reading
of their extensive survey can lead to any other conclusion. Industry has purchased the governmental regulatory process
by vitiating the very process of science itself. This has had tremendous implications for people poisoned by toxic
substances like asbestos, resulting terminal illnesses like mesothelioma.From their careful introduction, where they lay
out the problem and explain exactly what bent science means, to the final chapters where they provide practical (and a
few idealistic) solutions in tandem with exhortations to optimism, this hard hitting book covers every sleazy corporate
trick in the book.Corporations are free to subvert the scientific process without fear of penalty, they have endless
resources to fabricate research that always draws the right conclusions, they hide unfavorable science, pervert good
research into "junk” by sophisticated namecalling, they bully and intimidate honest scientists, they convene sham
groups to tout dishonest results, they manipulate public perceptions through PR campaigns, and--the one thing these
two fine lawyers neglected to say--they blameit all on trial lawyers.This book is a fine complement to "Doubt is Their
Product: How Industry's Assault on Science Threatens Y our Health" by David Michaels. Professors McGarity and
Wagner have made a meaningful and readable contribution to the mountain of evidence that corporate behavior has
ceased running roughshod over the public and is now simply running amok. Over everything. The authors' message
that change is needed, badly, comes at an opportune time. What we need is change, let's see, change we can, hmmm,
believe in? Change we can believe in! Might not be a bad idea for a political slogan.

What do we know about the possible poisons that industrial technologies leave in our air and water? How reliableis
the science that federal regulators and legislators use to protect the public from dangerous products? As this disturbing
book shows, ideological or economic attacks on research are part of an extensive pattern of abuse. Thomas O.
McGarity and Wendy Wagner reveal the range of sophisticated legal and financial tactics political and corporate
advocates use to discredit or suppress research on potential human health hazards. Scientists can find their research
blocked, or find themselves threatened with financial ruin. Corporations, plaintiff attorneys, think tanks, even
government agencies have been caught suppressing or distorting research on the safety of chemical products.With
alarming stories drawn from the public record, McGarity and Wagner describe how advocates attempt to bend science
or spin findings. They reveal an immense range of tools available to shrewd partisans determined to manipulate
research.Bending Science exposes an astonishing pattern of corruption and makes a compelling case for reformsto
safeguard both the integrity of science and the public health.

Drawing together a host of little-known but dramatic cases, this landmark book documents more comprehensively than
any previous study, what has been suspected for years: how extensively scientific data are misused and abused in
regulatory and tort law. Society depends on science to guide public policy on health and safety, but as McGarity and
Wagner show, many interest groups do al they can to influence --and undermine-- independent and honest research.
Bending Science shows just how far science has been corrupted, and offers aroad to reform. (Carl F. Cranor, author of
TOXIC TORTS: Science, Law, and the Possibility of Justice) Thanksto extraordinary detective work into both law and
science, Bending Science makes a compelling case that the system of policy-relevant science has gone badly off the
tracks, and that law is both part of the problem and the solution. Powerful but not polemical, McGarity and Wagner



show groups of all political stripes, and the government itself, have misrepresented and manipulated science. (Lisa
Heinzerling, co-author of PRICELESS: On Knowing the Price of Everything and the Value of Nothing)Bending
Scienceis so chock-full of ideas and insights...McGarity and Wagner'sinsight has large implications both for potential
legal reforms and for public faith in the integrity of the scientific process...Bending Science is an immensely important
book. It isone of quite alarge number of books published recently on the manipulations of science by interest groups
and the government. Y et even in this crowded field, Bending Science stakes out its own ground and makes an
invaluable contribution to the debate over the role of science in public policy. (Lisa Heinzerling Texas Law Journal
2009-02-01)Bending Scienceis an intelligent and compelling blend of investigative journalism and theoretical
analysis of the structural and functional flaws of the research enterprise, from the development of testable ideas to the
use of itsresults for practical purposes...Bending Science [is] an indispensable read for our current troubled times. All
in al, this book is a must-read not only for researchers devoted to the scientific method but also for all who wish to
become competent consumers of research that can influence their lives. The narrative is an eye-opener, which will
provide the reader with tools to understand the research process and protect himself/herself from advocacy-based
distortions. (Maura Pilotti Metapsychology) Drawing together a host of little-known but dramatic cases, this landmark
book documents more comprehensively than any previous study, what has been suspected for years: how extensively
scientific data are misused and abused in regulatory and tort law. Society depends on science to guide public policy on
health and safety, but as McGarity and Wagner show, many interest groups do all they can to influence --and
undermine-- independent and honest research. Bending Science shows just how far science has been corrupted, and
offersaroad to reform. (Carl F. Cranor, author of TOXIC TORTS: Science, Law, and the Possibility of Justice)About
the AuthorThomas O. McGarity is Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Endowed Professor of Administrative Law at the
University of Texas.Wendy Wagner is Joe A. Worsham Centennial Professor of Law at the University of Texas.



