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Jonathan Herring : Birth Rites and Rights  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Birth Rites and Rights: 

This multi-disciplinary collection of essays from the Cambridge Socio-Legal Group is concerned with the varying 
circumstances, manner, timing, and experiences of birth. It contains essays from a wide range of disciplines including 
law, medicine, anthropology, history, and sociology, examining birth from the perspectives of the mother, doctor, 
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midwife, and father. Questions considered in the book include: Who has power during the birthing process? How has 
the experience of birth changed over time? Should birth mark a significant change in the legal status of the fetus? 
What is the proper role of birth registration? What role, if any, do fathers have in the birthing process? How should the 
law respond to still birth? What legal rights should a woman have to refuse treatment during the birthing process? 
What is the significance of changes of the age at which women give birth? Written by experts in the field, this 
stimulating collection of papers provides new insights into one of life's most momentous moments.

Birth Rites and Rights contains a mixture of empirical and theoretical chapters, drawing on a range of disciplines, 
including anthropology, psychology, gender studies, (medical) sociology, law, and history. On the whole this is a 
strength of the book...each author refers to points or arguments made in other chapters which generates a dialogue 
between the authors, and creates a sense of cohesion around the book, The book offers something for everyone, and is 
particularly useful for sociology and medical students. (Laura Machin Medical Law )About the AuthorFatemeh 
Ebtehaj is associate member of the Centre for Family Research, University of Cambridge. Jonathan Herring is a 
Professor of Law at Oxford University and a Fellow of Exeter College. Martin Johnson is Professor of Reproductive 
Sciences in the University of Cambridge and a Fellow of Christ's College. Martin Richards is Emeritus Professor of 
Family Research at the Centre for Family Research, University of Cambridge. 


