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Roger Kennedy : Child Abuse, Psychotherapy and the Law: Bearing the Unbearable  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Child Abuse, Psychotherapy and the Law: 
Bearing the Unbearable: 

Provides a legal framework for professionals working with families in the field of child abuse. The aim of the text is to 
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provide a framework for practitioners untrained in law and in doing so allow a greater understanding of individuals, 
families and groups, and to help lawyers steer families more effectively and humanely through the legal process. It 
illustrates the complicated issues arising from the interaction between families, the law and mental health workers. The 
author describes and analyzes the work of Cassel Hospital, a centre for the treatment of families with severe emotional 
and psychological problems whose children are at risk or who have been abused. Through case studies, the author 
illustrates the work of the hospital, including in-depth psychotherapeutic work and rehabilitation with the families, the 
purpose of which is to avoid the finality of legal proceedings and inevitable breakup of families.

"The most powerful aspect of this book is the use of case material. This brings to life what could otherwise be a 
somewhat abstract disscussion of risk and abuse issues in hard-to-reach families." Counselling News December 
1997 -- Counselling News December 1997"This is a fascinating and well written book, relevant both to those working 
in family therapy and to other mental health workers who seek insight into the issue of family dysfunction." Mental 
Health Care March 1998 -- Mental Health Care March 1998About the AuthorRoger Kennedy was trained in Child 
Psychiatry at the Tavistock Centre and at Guy s Hospital. He has been Consultant Psychotherapist, Family Service, 
Cassel Hospital since 1982, and he is an Honorary Senior Lecturer in Psychiatry at Imperial College London. He is a 
Training Analyst and Chair of the Scientific committee, British Psychoanalytical Society. He is the author of many 
papers and several books. 


