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Cathy Cobley, Cathy Colbey, Vivienne Harpwood : Child Abuse The Law  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Child Abuse The Law: 

The overall aim of this book is to provide a clear,comprehensive account of the problem of child abuse and the way in 
which the law deals with the problem. The process of recognition of child abuse as a significant social problem, and 
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the changing attitudes towards the veracity and reliability of statements made by children, are also explored. The 
reporting of abuse, the role of the doctor in diagnosing abuse and the development of inter-agency co-operation are 
examined, together with an account of how the law protects children from further abuse. Procedures in court, in both 
civil and criminal cases involving abuse victims, are explained, including the use of video technology. Finally, 
attention is paid to the abuser, and to the concepts of treatment and punishement.

... refreshingly, it takes a step back from practice and reviews the whole subject of child abuse from a more detailed 
perspective. -- Family Practice International Journal, Vol 13, Iss 21, 1996.Cathy Cobley has made a real contribution 
to the understanding of the framework within which investigators, carers and lawyers must work. -- The Forensic 
Science Society, 1995.About the AuthorCathy Cobley, LLB, LLM, Lecturer in law at Cardiff Law School, University 
of Wales. 


