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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Civilized countries, you know, where violent children DON'T get 
thrown in jail for the rest of their livesBy MeaghanThis is a legal book written for Great Britain. It's the sort of thing 
that is normally kept in law libraries. In other words, not for everyone. But if you're interested in juvenile justice, 
you'll find it fascinating. I sure did. I happened to order it through inter library loan just a few days before Jon 
Venables was recalled to prison. The book references Jamie Bulger's several times.The book is a collection of essays 
written by various people in a position to know (lawyers, judges, social workers, forensic psychiatrists, etc) about the 
juvenile justice systems in various European countries and also in Canada. I knew Europe was much more lenient on 
young killers than the United States, but I hadn't realized just how much. In the Netherlands, for example, a person 
under 14 cannot be charged with a crime, and a person under 16 cannot serve more than a year in custody no matter 
what they've done, whereas the United States has in recent years sentenced children as young as eleven to life without 
parole.The essays are quite self-critical; each author acknowledges their country's system has problems. But it's worth 
noting that, in terms of recidivism, any one of the European systems is much more effective than the American one. 
Europe focuses much more on rehabilitation and education than punishment, unlike the American system. The British 
system is also starting to lean towards the American way, alas.My only criticism is I wish this book had more about 
Eastern European countries. Only one of them, Latvia, got an essay. All the others were from Western Europe. Also, 
it's worth noting that this book was published in 1996, over ten years ago. I wonder if there have been any major 
changes in the laws since then. I'd love to see a second edition.

Produced with Childrenlaw UK (formerly the British Juvenile and Family Courts Society) this is the definitive 
collection of contributions from experts about how and why children kill other people - including a special focus on 
the notorious Mary Bell and Bulger cases, including from leading international author Gita Sereny.

'Highly recommended':The Law. 'A rich source of information':British Journal of Social Work.'If you work with 
children in any of the jurisdictions I think you should read this book': Internet Law Book s.About the AuthorPaul 
Cavadino is principal information officer at the National Association for the Rehabilitation of Offenders (NACRO) 
and chair of the Penal Affairs Consortium. His other publications include Introduction to the Criminal Justice Process 
and Bail: The Law, Best Practice and the Debate (now out of print) both with Bryan Gibson. 


