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on the Laws of England: A Facsimile of the First Edition of 1765-1769, Vol. 1: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. "Fundamental Solutions to America's Political and Economic 
Problems"!!By Direct Agency, Inc.I am thrilled with this 1983 special copy, printed and published originally in 1765, 
these are the writings of a genius. Every American public school should be teaching the "maxims" of the common law 
of England, but are not. This 4 book set is Mandatory for every American household. Learn truths at home by reading 
the original authority, Lord Blackstone. The best self-help home study law books of the common law, I have found. 
Book One : for me so far ; it's life transforming ; very, very enlightening. This set was originally compiled for Oxford 
a center of learning, the Queen of England, and the "King's College", for the purpose to preserve the common law 
from extinction off the face of the planet, and from the few law universities of the day. The 13 American colonies 11 
years later in 1776, drafted (Maxims) self-evident truths of the common-law into a certain declaration.47 of 48 people 
found the following review helpful. Widely Read in the Wild WestBy CustomerBlackstone was widely read in 
America for a century after it was published. Lawyers practicing in the West almost relied entirely on this and the 
Bible to defend or prosecute. This particular series of volumes is a reproduction of the original publication by 
Blackstone (which BTW had eight revisions while Blackstone was still alive). The print is large and dark (and very 
18th century, i.e. ss is S (or f)), and makes for easy reading. The Editor's notes appear at the beginning of the book and 
are not intrusive of the volume itself. Overall a very nice reproduction and I found it a nice read.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. great seller.By R. PriceSuperb product... great seller.

Sir William Blackstone's Commentaries on the Laws of England (1765-1769) stands as the first great effort to reduce 
the English common law to a unified and rational system. Blackstone demonstrated that the English law as a system of 
justice was comparable to Roman law and the civil law of the Continent. Clearly and elegantly written, the work 
achieved immediate renown and exerted a powerful influence on legal education in England and in America which 
was to last into the late nineteenth century. The book is regarded not only as a legal classic but as a literary 
masterpiece.Previously available only in an expensive hardcover set, Commentaries on the Laws of England is 
published here in four separate volumes, each one affordably priced in a paperback edition. These works are facsimiles 
of the eighteenth-century first edition and are undistorted by later interpolations. Each volume deals with a particular 
field of law and carries with it an introduction by a leading contemporary scholar.In his introduction to this first 
volume, Of the Rights of Persons, Stanley N. Katz presents a brief history of Blackstone's academic and legal career 
and his purposes in writing the Commentaries. Katz discusses Blackstone's treatment of the structure of the English 
legal system, his attempts to justify it as the best form of government, and some of the problems he encountered in 
doing so.

From the Back CoverIt was the dominant lawbook in England and America in the century after its publication and 
played a unique role in the development of the fledgling American legal system.About the AuthorStanley N. Katz is 
professor of legal history at Princeton University. He has written widely on English and American legal history of the 
eighteenth century. 


