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At present thereis no clear model under international law with which to determine compensation for environmental
damage. After showing that no existing standard of compensation defined by the theory and practice of international
law is adequate to cover al casesinvolving environmental damages, and that such a broad standard or set of standards
may in fact be ultimately unachievable, the author of thisimportant book develops a"fair compensation” regime from
an analysis of existing international dispute adjudication mechanisms, and presents this model as the best possible
current approach to the conciliation of international responsibility and environmental interests. At the centre of the
issue of compensation for environmental damage lie acute legal conflicts among concepts of property, natural
resources, ecosystems, and the public good. This study examines the applicability to environmental damage of each of
these factors, relating them to such salient elements of environmental law cases as the following: the problematic
causality link between pollutant activity and environmental damage setting a minimum threshold of pollution that
should be considered tolerable how much a polluter should pay to compensate for damages caused liability
mechanisms under various national laws the public trust doctrine the rights of indigenous people economic valuation
of the environment insurance in relation to environmental risks the principle of prevention the precautionary
principle. An in-depth analysis of relevant international jurisprudence, liability treaties, and reports and resol utions of
international organizations reveals the scope of compensation standards in international law. The analysis proceeds
from quantitative research on these standards to qualitative research that identifies and separates the main elements of
fair compensation that exist in international law. This leads to a highly cogent proposal that moulds the notion of fair
compensation to the environmental field. This book leaves no doubt that environmental damage leads to an entitlement
under international law, although the extension of such entitlement, and particularly the amount of compensation,
remains to be determined case by case. This study succeeds in identifying elements of analysis for the establishment of
amore adequate compensation system for environmental damages, a system that privileges the intrinsic value of the
environment, and al so takes into account factors that encourage prevention and discourage abusive or arbitrary awards
in relation to environmental damages. As such, it will be of incomparable value and significance to lawyers and
academics working on the development of standards in international environmental law.



