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John Madinger : Confidential Informant: Law Enforcement's Most Valuable Tool  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Confidential Informant: Law Enforcement's Most 
Valuable Tool: 

3 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Excellent information for the investigatorBy John NicholsThis book 
was well written, and detatiled. The lessions were followed buy examples that illistrated the key points. I am now 
prepareing to go into narcotic's, and the authur has vast knowledge in the subjct of narcotic's. This was an execllent 
begining to the use of informants. The authur has clearly set up the paramitors for the selection, preparation, and use of 
informants. The cases that are talked about in the book are from taken from current and historical cases, both narcotics 
and other crimes. I found this book very interesting. I have loaned it out to a fellow Officer who has commented that it 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0849307090


is an excellent book and he has been in narcotics for 7 years.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Been 
there, done thatBy fhkThis is an excellent book for both those interested in how those in law enforcement deal with 
informants those in law enforcement who have to deal with informants. I found his admonition to control the 
informant especially important. Most CIs know how to work the system if not careful they'll work you too. Should be 
required reading for anyone in law enforcement.

He baffled and eluded law enforcement officers for nearly two decades. In the end, however, it wasn't the painstaking 
forensic analysis of hundreds of pieces of crime scene evidence that led to the capture of the Unabomber-but the lucky 
tip of an informant. Truth of the matter is, for all their sophistication and hi-tech science, crime-fighting techniques 
such as fingerprint and DNA analysis are a factor in less than one percent of all criminal cases. In the overwhelming 
number of crimes, informants have provided the necessary ammunition needed to bring criminals to justice, from 
Genovese to Gotti and Capone to Dillinger. Confidential Informant: Understanding Law Enforcement's Most Valuable 
Tool explores the covert and clandestine world of informants-revealing the secrets of how to find them and make the 
most out of them, while at the same time, avoiding the pitfalls of dealing with them. Using case studies in which 
informants played key roles in solving crimes, the book examines all aspects of informant development and 
management, from the motivation of the informant to the legal problems that accompany the use of informants in 
criminal cases.Written by John Madinger, a former narcotics agent, supervisor and administrator, and currently a 
Senior Special Agent with the Criminal Investigation Division of the Internal Revenue Service, Confidential 
Informant: Understanding Law Enforcement's Most Valuable Tool examines the emotional and behavioral 
characteristics of the informant, as well as the psychology of trust and betrayal. The book also illustrates techniques 
for improving interviewing and communication skills when dealing with informants, and provides invaluable forms 
that can be used in connection with these vital sources of information.


