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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A classic.By weezieweaverSimply put: any student of environmental 
history needs to read this book.Scratch that: any student of modern American history needs to read this book.There is a 
reason that this book is assigned over and over again. It's a foundational work. It's an excellent work that combines 
politics, power, Progressive Era philosophy, and conservation. The dates extend to 1920, but you'll probably find that 
it really ends around the time of Taft. There's not a lot of Wilson or his Secretary of the Interior, Frank Lane. The 
narrative largely focuses on Gifford Pinchot and his success or failure. Of particular interest is his struggle against 
Richard Ballinger, the Secretary of the Interior under Taft. (Not literally under Taft--the President would have 
squashed him...history humor for ya).0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. DO NOT PURCHACE FROM 
k2_books!!!!By publiusThis is a good book. Sought it out as part of a class. Bought it on through k2_books on the first 
week of class and have yet to receive it by midterms. If you are getting a book from k2_books, you're better off with 
someone else. Or, do what I did, and just read it at/through a library. Students should not expect to receive any book 
from k2_books before the end of the semester for which you ordered your book.Book is great. Choose your seller 
wisely.

2014 Reprint of 1959 Edition. Full facsimile of the original edition, not reproduced with Optical Recognition 
Software. The relevance and importance of Samuel P. Hay's book, "Conservation and the Gospel of Efficiency," has 
only increased over time. Written over a half a century ago, it offers an invaluable history of the conservation 
movement's origins, and provides an excellent context for understanding contemporary environmental problems and 
possible solutions. Against a background of rivers, forests, ranges, and public lands, this book defines two conflicting 
political processes: the demand for an integrated, controlled development guided by an elite group of scientists and 
technicians and the demand for a looser system allowing grassroots impulses to have a voice through elected 
government representatives.


