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This book deals with the widespread phenomenon of contentious marriages and elopementsin rural and semi-urban
north India, specifically in the state of Haryana. Such challenges to norms and customs have escalated in recent times,
and have become more complex due to the changing dynamics of power between, and within, caste groups. Asthe
runaway couples question the authority of family, caste, and community, the traditional powers have become more
dictatorial and often reacted with violence. The study shows how the colonial order strengthened caste endogamy and
posed a serious challenge to inter-caste marriage. It also focuses on the intervention of the caste panchayats, and seeks
to explain both how and why these patriarchal bodies wield extra-judicial power despite post-colonial changesin law
and polity. Further, Contentious Marriages, Eloping Couples demonstrates how the state colludes with the traditional
forces to de-legitimize attempts to break out of the traditional system, thus often overriding the legal rights and human
rights of individuals. The volume a so discusses the implications of the Hindu Succession Act of 1956 for women, and
shows how the emergence of arestricted marriage market, skewed sex ratio, an escalating dowry economy, and
extensive unemployment have created a crisis of masculinity, power, and domination. Contentious Marriages, Eloping
Couples takes an inter-disciplinary approach and draws insights from sociology, gender studies, history, popular
culture, politics, and law towards understanding the concepts of caste, community, and honor in contemporary Indian
society. It is based on extensive fieldwork, interviews, official and legal documents, and archival material. It will be of
interest to scholars of sociology, history, popular culture, politics, law, and gender studies.
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